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of Directors. He served as the first Chairman 
of the California Agriculture Commissioners 
and Sealers Association’s Food Safety and 
Agriculture Security Committee. For four years 
he served as Chairman of the Fresno County 
Department Heads Council. Currently, Mr. 
Prieto is a member of the Fresno County 
Farm Bureau, the Fresno County Council of 
Governments Farmland Conservation Steering 
Committee, Chairman of the Fresno County 
Council of Governments Farmland Preserva-
tion Advisory Committee, and the Fresno 
County Land Conservation Committee. He is 
the immediate President of the California Agri-
cultural Commissioners and Sealers Associa-
tion and was the first Agricultural Commis-
sioner to serve two terms as President. Mr. 
Prieto is the Chairman of Secretary 
Kawamura’s AB 771 Honeybee/Seedless 
Mandarin Co-Existence Working Group. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Jerry Prieto upon being 
awarded with the ‘‘Fresno County Farm Bu-
reau Distinguished Service Award.’’ I invite my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Prieto 
many years of continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JEWISH 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Jewish American Herit-
age Month. 

In 2006, Congress unanimously passed H. 
Con. Res. 315, a resolution urging the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation for the observ-
ance of an American Jewish History Month. I 
was an original co-sponsor of that important 
legislation, and following our action, President 
Bush proclaimed May as Jewish American 
Heritage Month as a means of celebrating the 
Jewish community’s history in America in addi-
tion to their contributions to American culture. 
On April 29, 2008, President Bush reaffirmed 
his commitment of celebrating Jewish Amer-
ican heritage by making May 2008 Jewish 
American Heritage Month. 

Since 1654, the American Jews have con-
tributed to American life and society in all 
walks of life. The achievements of American 
Jews span all fields including medicine, law, 
entertainment, public service, technology, and 
literature. I take this time to celebrate those 
who have served our nation and propelled it 
successfully into the 21st century. 

Throughout more than 350 years, American 
Jewish culture has become intertwined with 
American culture. The Jewish faith and spirit 
in combination with Jewish history and culture 
serve as an integral part of what this nation is 
today. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to commemo-
rate Jewish American Heritage Month and 
hope that my colleagues will join me in cele-
brating the American Jewish community and 
its commitment to enriching American society 
and culture. 

TRIBUTE TO RITA AND JACK 
SINDER 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate my dear 
friends Rita and Jack Sinder for their invalu-
able and outstanding service to Valley Beth 
Shalom Temple. 

Jack and Rita have been two of the most 
productive members of the Valley Beth Sha-
lom community, bringing guidance, spirituality 
and joy to the congregation. Jack, a former 
bond chair for the State of Israel Bonds, 
served as construction chair for the syna-
gogue during its expansion in 1986. As con-
struction chair, Jack planned and oversaw 
construction of the sanctuary, classrooms, ad-
ministrative offices, chapel and the parking 
center. The parking center is now dedicated to 
the Sinders. Rita is a past president of the 
San Fernando Valley’s Women Division of 
Israel Bonds and a past president of the 
Women’s Alliance for Israel, and she con-
tinues to serve on its executive board. Jack 
and Rita are also founding members of the 
American Jewish University Wagner Program 
and patrons of the Wiesenthal Center. 

Valley Beth Shalom continues to make ex-
traordinary contributions to the San Fernando 
Valley through innovative programs that pro-
mote tolerance, increase learning, develop 
leadership skills, and foster social justice. Val-
ley Beth Shalom has demonstrated a long-
standing commitment to developing the com-
munity’s understanding of the connection be-
tween religion and education. The temple em-
powers individuals, allowing their voices to be 
heard in our community and around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Jack and Rita Sinder for their outstanding 
service to the Valley Beth Shalom community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEAN HELLER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall no. 241, Motion to Table, had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

SALUTING BLOOMINGTON, MIN-
NESOTA, ON ITS 150TH BIRTHDAY 
AND REMARKABLE ROLE IN MIN-
NESOTA HISTORY 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to a truly great community in Min-
nesota’s 3rd Congressional District which has 
played a crucial role in the history and devel-
opment of our region and State. 

Bloomington is our State’s 5th largest city 
and this special city will celebrate its 150th 
birthday on May 11, the same day the State 
of Minnesota was admitted to the Union. 

Madam Speaker, we salute Bloomington for 
its remarkable success, pioneering spirit, 
record of public service to help people in need 
and role in positioning both Minnesota and the 
U.S. for a prosperous future in the global 
economy. 

Bloomington is a place of historic impor-
tance situated near the confluence of the Mis-
sissippi and the Minnesota Rivers, and in 
close proximity to Historic Fort Snelling, com-
pleted in 1825. The soldiers of Fort Snelling 
mediated disputes between Minnesota’s Da-
kota and Ojibwe Indians. In 1843, the first Eu-
ropean settlers built a cabin near the current 
10th Avenue Circle and taught farming meth-
ods to Dakota Indians. The territory to the 
west opened to settlers in 1851. 

Bloomington is a city with tremendous his-
torical pride and patriotism and we honor all of 
Bloomington’s courageous members of our 
armed forces who have fought for freedom. 
Bloomington was also the home of Tom Bur-
nett, Jr., one of the heroes of Flight 93 on 
September 11, 2001. 

Madam Speaker, Bloomington is home to 
85,172 wonderful people and it has been my 
pleasure to represent all of them in Wash-
ington the past 18 years. Bloomington natives 
have been leaders in commerce, technology, 
environmental awareness, sports and the arts. 
Control Data was born in Bloomington and 
was one of the pioneering supercomputer 
firms. For most of the 1960s, it built the fastest 
computers in the world. 

It has been my great pleasure to work with 
the Bloomington Art Center on the 3rd Con-
gressional District High School Arts Competi-
tion every year. Bloomington’s public schools 
have produced some of our Nation’s best and 
brightest. Bloomington is also home to the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, 
which has been so critical to preserving water 
quality throughout the Midwest and the Mis-
sissippi River Valley all the way to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Madam Speaker, you could travel this entire 
Nation and not find a more caring, committed, 
hard-working and innovative community. 
Bloomington is home to Minnesota’s first 
major league baseball and football teams and 
the world famous Mall of America, and it is ad-
jacent to Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport. Bloomington has been the face of Min-
nesota to many all across this great land. For 
that we thank all the people of Bloomington for 
helping boost Minnesota’s image in the eyes 
of the world. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of the his-
toric significance of the Sesquicentennial Cele-
bration to the Community of Bloomington, to 
the State of Minnesota, and to the United 
States of America, we are pleased to dedicate 
May 11, 2008, as the Bloomington Sesqui-
centennial Day in Minnesota. Happy 150th 
birthday, Bloomington, Minnesota! 

f 

SENSE OF HOUSE OF ESTAB-
LISHING A NATIONAL TEACHER 
DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, this 
week (May 4–May 10) we celebrate Teacher 
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Appreciation Week, and Tuesday, May 6, as 
National Teacher Day. These days have been 
set aside as a time for honoring teachers and 
recognizing the lasting contributions they 
make to our lives. 

Last year, the National Education Associa-
tion (NEA) conducted an online poll asking 
teachers what kind of gift would most make 
them feel appreciated. The answer? A simple 
‘‘thank you, ‘‘ according to nearly half (48 per-
cents) of all respondents. 

Such humility comes as no surprise. My 
mother was a public school teacher, so I know 
firsthand how many sacrifices teachers make 
both with their own money, their time and their 
heart. They work long hours and are often 
underappreciated. Yet, few other professionals 
touch as many people as teachers do. I bet 
many of us learned life lessons that we carry 
with us today because of a special teacher. I 
don’t know that we can ever say ‘‘thank-you’’ 
enough times to teachers who have made a 
difference in our lives. This week, I hope we’ll 
all take a minute to tell a special teacher 
‘‘thank you’’—a simple thank you card, a quick 
phone call—it means a lot. 

I recognize that these are small ways to 
honor teachers, and that we have to put our 
money where our mouth is. Teachers give so 
much to support Kansas students—it’s high 
time that Congress repays the favor. Here are 
some of the ways I have made a commitment 
to helping teachers: 

Providing tax relief for teachers. I co-spon-
sored H.R. 549, the Teacher Tax Relief Act to 
increase and make permanent a tax deduction 
of up to $400 for elementary and secondary 
school teachers. I am also a co-sponsor of 
H.R. 3605, introduced after H.R. 549, which 
will increase the deduction to $500. This de-
duction would help teachers recoup expenses 
when they use their own money to buy class-
room supplies. 

Funding Continuing Education for Teachers. 
I voted for the America Creating Opportunities 
to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Tech-
nology, Education and Science (COMPETES) 
Act, which became law in August, 2007. The 
act provides professional development for 
teachers, ensures more highly qualified class-
room teachers in mathematics, science, engi-
neering, and technology, and provides funding 
to improve laboratory equipment and facilities. 

Student Loan Assistance. The College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act, which I voted for 
and was signed into law by the President in 
September, 2007, includes a tuition assistance 
program for public school teachers who com-
mit to working in impoverished areas or in 
high-need subjects. 

Public schools are at the heart of any com-
munity and I believe we all have to work to-
gether to make our schools the best that they 
can be. That means everyone in the commu-
nity—parents, business owners, retirees, local 
government and students must pitch in. 

This week is an opportunity for all of us to 
get involved. That apple on the desk or a 
thank you card is an important first step. But, 
let’s use this week to learn about and advo-
cate for high standards for our public schools 
and appropriate compensation for teachers. A 
community’s active support of the work that 
teachers do, combined with that ‘‘thank-you,’’ 
can make changes that will last for genera-
tions to come. 

HONORING CAREER OF DR. SARAH 
N. DENMAN 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr. Sarah N. Denman and her 
33 years of service to the students and faculty 
of Marshall University. Marshall University is 
home to 14,000 of West Virginia’s best and 
brightest students and one of the finest public 
universities in the Nation. For the last 9 years, 
Sarah has served as the Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic Affairs at Mar-
shall University and is now set to retire on 
May 10, 2008, with Marshall’s 171st Com-
mencement. 

Born and raised in Kenova, West Virginia, 
Sarah has devoted her life to improving our 
State’s educational opportunities. She earned 
both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Marshall University and her doctorate in higher 
education administration from West Virginia 
University. She then taught for 6 years at 
Ceredo-Kenova High School before joining 
Marshall’s faculty. At Marshall, she has served 
as Coordinator of the Communications Pro-
gram, Associate Dean for the Community Col-
lege, Higher Learning Commission Consultant 
Evaluator, Associate Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs, Vice President of Academic Af-
fairs, and since 1999, Provost and Senior Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. 

During her tenure, Sarah has been a god-
send to Marshall University, helping it expand 
and flourish, and has played a powerful role in 
transforming a once humble Marshall College 
into the internationally renowned university it is 
today. From Associate Professor to Provost, 
Sarah has left her mark on virtually every as-
pect of the University and touched countless 
lives of those around her. 

Marshall’s academic programs have been 
blessed by her guidance and, in turn, southern 
West Virginia has been blessed by Marshall. 
Thanks to her hard work and dedication at 
Marshall, the best and brightest of West Vir-
ginia’s students have access to the higher 
education they need—without leaving the 
home they love—to succeed in the global 
economy. 

Sarah’s list of accomplishments far exceeds 
her years of service. She has nurtured gen-
erations of young minds and helped shape the 
higher education system in West Virginia. Her 
dedication to her work and commitment to 
helping others are examples to us all. 

I again congratulate Sarah for her 33 years 
of dedicated service at Marshall University and 
wish her continued success in retirement and 
all her future endeavors. 

f 

NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
AND MORTICIAN RECOGNITION 
DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 

892, a resolution that designates March 11 as 
‘‘National Funeral Director and Mortician Rec-
ognition Day.’’ 

Funeral directors and morticians are vitally 
important in helping families mourn death, cel-
ebrate a life, and begin the process of closure. 
They also give advice on the decisions one 
needs to make as a caretaker and as a pro-
vider of a funeral service. According to the 
Minnesota Funeral Directors Association, ‘‘The 
funeral ritual is helpful and valuable for all who 
feel the loss of the deceased. It validates life 
and allows us to go on living. The ritual aspect 
is important for closure and social reasons. At-
tending the funeral allows us to deal with the 
loss, says goodbye, and reaffirms the impor-
tance of living.’’ 

Mayor Bill Sandberg of North Saint Paul, 
who died on April 20, 2007, was one of my 
mentors. He spent his career as a funeral di-
rector in the St. Paul area and was active in 
the Minnesota Funeral Directors Association 
and a Heritage Club member of the National 
Funeral Directors Association (NFDA). NFDA 
was established in 1882 in order to better 
serve the public and its members. Today, it is 
the oldest and largest national funeral service 
organization in the world. 

I want to thank funeral directors and morti-
cians for their dedication to this profession and 
urge my colleagues to support this resolution. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 981—REC-
OGNIZING MARCH 6, 2008, AS THE 
FIRST-EVER WORLD GLAUCOMA 
DAY, ESTABLISHED TO IN-
CREASE AWARENESS OF GLAU-
COMA, A LEADING CAUSE OF 
PREVENTABLE BLINDNESS IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 981, recognizing March 6, 
2008, as the first-ever World Glaucoma Day, 
established to increase awareness of glau-
coma, a leading cause of preventable blind-
ness. I want to congratulate my colleagues 
Congresswoman TAMMY BALDWIN for intro-
ducing this important resolution and together 
with Congressman PETE SESSIONS for bringing 
this measure forward. As a cosponsor of this 
resolution, I am proud to speak out in favor of 
adequate Federal funding, legislation when in-
dicated, greater support for glaucoma edu-
cation and awareness, screenings, regular eye 
examinations, follow-up, treatment and re-
search. Raising the level of awareness about 
the effects of this devastating eye disease, 
and drawing attention toward taking the nec-
essary steps to preserve sight has been of 
great importance to me, and a special mission 
for many years. 

The resolution expands awareness by call-
ing attention to this dreadful disease that can 
rob individuals of the priceless gift of sight. 
Glaucoma, an eye disorder that damages the 
optic nerve, is a leading cause of irreversible 
blindness, and affects more than 3 million 
people. It is often referred to as the ‘‘sneak 
thief of sight,’’ as many are not aware that 
they have the disease because it has no no-
ticeable early warning signs, symptoms or 
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